the devil Jan 16 
THE DEVIL, REALLY 


introduction 


“In truth, the forces which appear to be our adversaries are always 
ready to serve us. the one condition is that we understand our essential 
freedom and take count of the hidden side of existence. Then when we 
conform our practice to our knowledge, liberation begins. The Devil is 
sensation, divorced by ignorance from understanding. Yet he also 
brings renewal, be can make no real effort to be free until we feel our 
limitations. Until they irk us, we can make no effort to strike off our 
chains’-Paul Foster Case 


This work is partially an attempt to critique the project 
undertaken in the last century by western occultists to merge the 
findings of psychology with the ancient wisdom of the mysteries. Many 
useful connections and discoveries have been made in this field 
because at its root, the mysteries and psychology both seek to achieve 
the reintegration of the self, though the mysteries aim higher at the 
reintegration of the self with the all. Unfortunately this merger is a 
doomed project. This is because, whatever the intentions of 
psychologists themselves, the social function of psychology is to 
gaslight the individual and the family on behalf of class oppression and 
the destruction of the natural world. The psychologist must always 
return to blame the mother, or the father, or a particular traumatic 
occurrence for The Misery because their unspoken job is to unerringly 
move the finger of blame away from systems, and onto the 
particularities of life within that system. Diseases of the mind are 
invented to explain why the enslaved escape their masters, or why the 
most overstimulated people in the history of the world no longer have 
the ability to focus. Because psychologists are our appointed holders of 
legitimacy in regards to the self, using their framing can only take us so 
far. That legitimacy is only ever provided as a reward for ideological 
service to the dominator culture, 

People with strong, loving communities are not irrevocably 
broken by traumatic events. Hunter Gatherers are not immune to war, 
accident or famine, yet enveloping communities and shamanic traditions 
of healing have carried humankind back to wholeness for hundreds of 
thousands of years. Shamanism is not unique to any culture or racial 


group, but is in fact the total spiritual and therapeutic inheritance of 
mankind. It’s action is the lightning bolt, the magic spell, not the 
expensive and sluggish glacier of healing magic we call “talk therapy” or 
the mind-numbing cocktails of capitalist pharmacology. 

True human communities and their magic practices of healing 
cannot co-exist with the rent system. The entire process of labor, 
wherein a person has to toil continuously throughout the day for 
someone else’s benefit, eats up all available time that humans are 
meant to be using to co-regulate their communal nervous system. This 
is the cause of your discomfort, loneliness and insanity. A desert of love 
is at the root of The Misery. It is the punishment system itself and the 
constant policing of behavior that is at the real root of our educational 
and parental system. If psychologists cannot point to this, they are 
complicit in a cup-and-shell game on behalf of power. 

Psychology is an essentially left-brained and academic 
discipline. Because of this it has achieved new levels of specificity in 
regards to the self that were not possible according to the old lunar 
methods of self observation like the Tarot. It has many new things to 
offer the student of self discovery, and at the very least, it can begin the 
process of leading an “examined life”. Unfortunately psychology often 
gives us the trees at the expense of the forest. We get lost in our own 
traumas and stories, neglecting the broader, more connected 
understanding precisely because of its extremely radical implications. 
Our core wounds are unique to the individual, but our conditioning is 
appalling in it’s sameness. The masculine intellect, untempered by the 
feminine power of association and pattern recognition, can only ever be 
lost in myopia. The power of the eye conceals, is a key lesson of card 
15, the Devil. 

To attempt to legitimize mysticism using psychology, we risk 
steering the course away from the ecstatic shamanic revolution 
envisioned by Christ, Buddha and Crowley and into a reformist 
campaign of the self. We take on enlightenment only as a balm to pain, 
instead of asking what the pain may teach. Of course it is better to be 
happy than miserable, but who benefits from practices that aim to make 
a miserable existence tolerable? It’s no coincidence that Amazon gives 
its employees meditation booths, but not breaks to urinate. 

In our quest to heal ourselves, we cannot be moved away from 
Spirit in the attempt at a scientific understanding of the self. Spirit is the 
ancient fountain of healing, not the rational mind. “Normalcy” might be 
achieved without Spirit, but capitalist normalcy, or state communist 


normalcy for that matter, is nothing more than Stockholm syndrome to 
hierarchy. 

Science itself, with it’s materialistic obsession with observation, 
is it's own problem. Who is funding it? Who decides what questions are 
asked? Why are all academic disciplines completely sealed off from one 
another? How can we claim to observe things from an objective 
perspective when science itself, through the field of quantum 
mechanics, has proven that we change things by observing them?The 
power of observation to change is something a mystic could have told 
you two thousand years ago, yet now we laud it as a great discovery, 
because the intellect has stripped it of context, and made it safe. The 
vast majority of science is ideological material. 

The more we insist on pure rationality the more we move away 
from describing the world as it actually is: half composed of irrational 
elements which only correlate diagonally. These elements of creation, 
and therefore of the mind, body and community, affect one another not 
by banging together directly, but instead by vibrating in entrained unison 
across vast spans of scale and distance. By attuning ourselves to these 
patterns, we gain an understanding of the world that is more true, 
despite making less sense. This irrationality is of utmost importance 
because the goal of mysticism is to break down socialization in the 
individual, whereas the goal of psychology is to acclimate the individual 
to that socialization. These ends cannot align. Mysticism is the enemy 
of religion and commerce, it is the enemy even of sanity, and all forms 
of social consensus other than Love. It flips over the tables of the 
money lenders. it cannot be co-opted, because it is completely bonkers. 
This madness exists only in relation to a world mentally constructed 
around maintaining oppression. The dominator culture takes as one of 
its highest priorities to crush mystic experience, and then to box it up 
and make it special, unique and out of reach. It is only then that they 
decide what lessons the mystic was trying to teach us in the first place. 
The worst punishment: crucifixion along the road out of Rome, is 
reserved for mystics and slaves in revolt. 

The Tarot is not merely a system for fortune telling. The 22 Trumps 
major have been long understood by western occultists, spiritual 
seekers and magicians to describe this process of coming into 
wholeness with the self, and through the self to the world, above and 
below, spirit and matter. The tarot is a guide for coming into one’s 
power, not the false power we wield over others, but power over the self 
which spills out onto all things around us. It uses Christian and medieval 


European iconography to map a journey of self initiation that is not 
specific to one culture but points to the first principles underlying 
consciousness itself. It is “occult knowledge” only because European 
society has been so brutal to its own mystical tradition that practitioners 
have been long incentivized to hide what they are doing under a veil, 
first from inquisitions and anti-heresy squads and later from 
psychologists and their carceral institutions of “healing”. As westerners 
who wish to access this knowledge our options for a long time have 
been to dive into the traditions of buddhism, or hinduism with all the 
dangers of cultural appropriation, misinterpretation and confusion that 
entails, or to try and pick apart the haze of diagrams, secret societies 
and general academic bullshit that occludes the western mysteries from 
it's own intended audience. Hopefully this work will contribute to 
rebuilding the long absent folk process of western spirituality, and make 
accessible what has been frequently hidden. 

This zine is the first in what will be an ongoing series elucidating 
the Trumps Major of the Tarot. Because the Devil is the card which 
relates to the social world, this one will often read like a radical polemic. 
This is not the case however; what is presented is a totalizing anti-politic 
whose only real pragmatism is self development in community with 
others. The focus moves in spirals from the divine, to the social, to the 
self, and back again, so that we may understand these things as not 
separate from one another. Thank you for taking the time to explore. 


SOME TERMS 


Divine Masculine/Divine Feminine: These are energies present within all 
living beings. They are not essentializing or restrictive social categories 
but the the core interplay interplay between all that pushes forward to 
fertilize and all which envelops to bear fruit. In this sense, all organisms 
and natural processes are “queer” i.e. containing a mixture of 

elements. If “divine feminine and masculine” still does not sit right with 
you, you can substitute “right and left brain” or “yin and yang” and still 
get to where you need to be, mystically speaking. 


Patriarchy: For the purposes of this essay, Patriarchy is not the sum of 
“bad things men do” but the complete picture of social conventions used 
to uphold the class system and dominator society. Patriarchy is an 
-archy, a vast human pyramid, and the men and women at the top of it 


are it’s most primary instigators and benefactors. Rigidly gendered 
behavior is one of the first and most important social technologies of the 
ruling class. 


False God/Demiurge: The purity-obsessed false god of the Old 
Testament. 


Shamanism: A generic term for the magic, healing and psychedelic 
practitioners of the pre agricultural world, though remnants of the 
traditions still persist the world over. Shamanism is not a particular 
tradition or product of one ethnic group. The specific features of these 
traditions are infinitely varied, whereas it’s general themes and 
archetypes are universal. The 22 trumps major of the tarot illustrate a 
european expression of these general themes. Through meditation and 
study of these themes it is possible to begin a self initiation into the 
mysteries. 


God: The all-encompassing, one-mind superconsciousness. It has no 
opinions, only vibrations. 


Egregor: a spirit which embodies an idea 


Left Hand Path: the magic of taboo 

Thelemite- a person that believes “love is the law, love under will and do 
what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law” there are no other 
requirements for membership. 

Power-there are two forms of power, that over others(P.O.O.), and that 
over self(P.O.S). for the purposes of this essay, unless otherwise stated, 
| am referring to P.O.O. 

“It is the path of THE DEVIL in tarot, and what says the 
scripture? ‘Resist the devil, and he will flee.’ And how shall we resist 
him? Not as many have tried to do, only to find themselves in worse 
bondage than ever. Not by repression, not by shuddering aversion 
which imputes to the phantom a power he does not possess, not by 
looking some other way, and pretending he is not there. None of these 
is the prophylactic method. None of these is the way of the priests of old 
Egypt, who washed their hearts with laughter.” -Paul Foster Case 


“It is clear that the world is purely parodic , in other words, that 
each thing seen is the parody of another, or is the same thing ina 
deceptive form. “-Bataille 


“Corruption of politics has nothing to do with the morals, or the 
laxity of morals, of various political personalities. Its cause is altogether a 
material one. Politics is the reflex of the business and industrial world, the 
mottos of which are: "To take is more blessed than to give"; "buy cheap and 


sell dear"; "one soiled hand washes the other." There is no hope even that 
woman, with her right to vote, will ever purify politics.”"-emma goldman 


Behold the Devil, his crimson form hulking against enveloping 
blackness, claws perched upon the half stone of half-truths. His third 
eye bursts forth with the energy of the inverted pentagram, seeming 
symbol of natural order come unnatural. His right hand is raised in a 
mudra which ironically conveys the materialistic slogan “all is what it 
seems.” In the material realm, the power of the vision rules over all, and 
that is why Cabalists assign to this card the hebrew letter Ayin-"Eye’”. In 
the left hand of Satan, a brutal, clublike wand burns in pitchy and 
inefficient fire. This wand is like a fossil fuel, or a cosmic cigarette, 
burning for short-term gain, not long-term sustainability, lending to the 
darkness an air of pollution and black smoke. A torch pointed down 
soon goes out, but not before it has time to ignite the fires of nihilistic 
hedonism in the male figure, symbol of the divine masculine. This fire is 
not a sensuous and holy commitment to enjoy sex and other of life’s 
gifts, but a frantic exercise in controlling relationships that do not bring 
nourishment to the soul. 

To demonstrate these themes of addiction and capture, the 
figures posed on either side of the card are chained in bondage, yet the 
shackles hang loosely about their necks. They can leave, but a decision 
must be made to do so. On the right, we have the Divine Masculine,. 
His eyes are fixed across the card, right on the pussy of the Divine 
Feminine. He doesn’t truly desire sexual release; his lust, rather, is for 
the status and sense of self-worth that sex confers. The eyes of the 
feminine, on the other hand, gaze blankly, looking anywhere but to the 
master of the whole situation, the Devil himself. The demon has not yet 
been named, and therefore she has no power over it. As ever the 
demons of old, the most significant evil forces do not make themselves 


obvious, but rather difficult to describe. In namelessness, they work 
unhindered. 

On the feminine figure’s tail, grapes have sprouted in a bunch, 
representing material comforts and pleasures—but does she take 
pleasure in the comforts themselves? Or in the status that they 
advertise? From the foreheads of the two figures sprout horns, 
representing their animalistic nature, the very qualities that have been 
used to ensure their enslavement. 

The Devil represents enslavement to the false narratives 
created by culture, yet he also holds the key to their ultimate 
subversion. He embodies all the traps presented by addiction, 
patriarchy, capitalism, bad relationships, and bad family dynamics. Yet 
he also represents the promethean rebel, the revolutionary, the 
blasphmer and criminal. Where one person has power over another, the 
devil presides, yet he is also the keeper of the power to invert these evil 
formulae. The all-devouring Mammon and Lucifer the light bringer both 
call this card their home, as does the crossroads devil, Pan, and many 
other faces of God. It is by this understanding of the archetype that we 
might say that that mega-church pastors of financial salvation and 
anarchist Thelemites are the same—they all worship the Devil. The first 
in his aspect as a provider of earthly power and the second in his 
aspect of eternal rebellion to the false laws of a false god. The Devil 
always plays both sides—he works for goodness, if only because 
undermining his own evil projects is just another irresistible subversion. 
Considering all this, the chained figures on either side of the card have 
one avenue of escape—they must apprehend the true nature of the 
problems which surround them, down to their deepest roots. Then, they 
must unleash and move themselves from the sides of the card to its 
center and take on, for a time, identity with the Devil. 


|. P.O.0.: POWER 


As Lucifer was cast down from heaven, he uttered the words “Non 
serviam” (I shall not serve). This is likewise the motto of the hobo of the 
gutter and the captain of gleaming industry, all those who lie, whether 
from authority or to authority, and all those who engage in basic infantile 
refusal of social order. From heights and depths, eyes behold that which 
those at the middle cannot clearly perceive: that the watchwords of all 
movement are Money and Power. Through the eyes of the Devil, we 


see through the clothing of words to the skeleton of economic and 
social power on which the entire system rests. Realpolitik, supply and 
demand, the mechanistic laws of grim and pragmatic minds. The 
players may reverse their roles—the Devil cares not the color of the 
hand which holds the whip, only that it makes pain on the downswing. 
Nothing inherent in a people makes them immune from the diseases 
caught along the road from exploited to exploiter. Power may not be an 
equal opportunity employer, but once you are hired, he does not 
discriminate. The disempowered are by necessity corrupt in their own 
way. Naturally having less stake in the social system, they thumb their 
nose at it’s laws and strictures. The rich and poor are united in their 
clear assessment of power. Locating power by any means necessary is 
the watchword of the top and the bottom, but not the middle or the 
center. 

The form of power we are discussing in this context is Power Over 
Others. In Satan’s world it is a practice, a drug and a currency. It is 
completely woven into the dominator culture, visible across the prison 
and across the family, across the love relationship and the body. 
Attempts to escape from P.O.O. are difficult, cultivating your own P.O.O. 
is merely an invitiation to become an addict yourself. Only by cultivating 
Power Over Self do we have any hope of resisting. 

POO is the removal of people from their path, so that they may 
work to build yours. It is the psychic opposite of “Do what thou wilt shall 
be the whole of the law,” the holy call to choose a path and to help 
others along on their own. The spiritual path guides with light, yet this 
satanic material world uses violence to compel. 

P.O.O. is it’s own justification and it’s own amplifier, it tends to 
coalesce. The history of Catholic monasticism is instructive here: a 
succession of ascetic monastic orders that slowly became landlords, 
brew masters, and abusive orphan keepers. Or consider Israel, where 
we see the whole story of the Devil in one hundred years. Jews beat 
their plowshares into swords. Europe's victims became the Holy Land’s 
victimizers. Marxism, the most coherent response to capitalism ever 
conceived by atheists, has fallen victim to the Devil a thousand 
times. The problem is not in the person, but in the Power Over Others. 
The Devil IS this kind of of power. Abuse of power is redundant, Abuse 
and Power are the same thing. 

The whole purpose of POO is to set up relationships that are 
more favorable to one party, and then hide these relations in a cloud of 
obfuscation. A police officer beats a man with a stick in the street, 


reactionary elements talk about how the victim deserved what they got, 
while progressives go on about “police brutality”. While it should be 
obvious that police who beat people with sticks are worse than those 
who do not, in the end we cannot lose sight of the fact that, if we 
remove the clothes, the police officer was simply a man who hit another 
man with a stick. He can hit you with a stick because if you hit him back, 
he will call his other friends wearing little blue costumes and you will be 
hit with a lot of sticks at once, and then they will haul you off to a 
concrete box to consider your transgressions against powerful bullies. 
So what is the point of this mental exercise? It certainly doesn’t do 
much to help us solve the problem of armed gangs of cops in our 
communities, yet it does a lot change our framing of our own role as 
navigators of an oppressive system. The Police are only the most 
obvious examples of obscured violence, but the trick of picturing the 
participants naked (as they appear on the card), and removing the 
institutional jargon is extremely useful in sorting out the real mechanics 
of our world. If a cabal of perverts locks me in a basement where the 
lights never go off, some podcasters might make an episode about this 
bizarre form of abuse, yet when the psych ward does it they are “just 
doing their job”. Extrapolate this even further: If a random man tells you 
that you must give him money every month or he will call a gang of 
thugs to kick you out of your home, you would call that the lowest form 
of sadistic banditry, yet Satan calls this man a landlord and gives him 
standing amongst society. In Satan’s world, getting paid to perform 
abuse is viewed as somehow more acceptable than doing it for free. 
Refusal to participate is rare, only occasionally a choice on whether to 
hold the burning club or be struck by it. Radical ideologues explain why 
we would all be better off if they were the ones holding the P.O.O. yet 
nothing can be liberating which seeks to shame, control, or compel. 
When the dynamics of perverse relationships are called into 
question, the truth-speaker is perceived as perverse by all who still 
identify with their chains. Nobody understands the family better than the 
black sheep. The more you speak out loud the truth, the faster you will 
be painted in the light of evil. And so conceptions of evil are often 
breadcrumb trails to the location of righteousness. Those who sacrifice 
the most for the Devil despise most those who devilishly refuse to 
sacrifice. Philosophers call this the sunk cost fallacy. In short, nobody 
hates the homeless more than those who work all day and never see 
their children. Nobody despises queers more than a repressed queer. 
Those who resist the current social order are literally demonized. It is in 


this interplay of opposites that the false god hopes we will be lost, 
choosing one side rather than the other, never seeing that good and evil 
exist in a state of loyal opposition, much like Democrats and 
Republicans. The conflict is mostly illusory, and capitalist egregors 
benefit from all argument and strife. If we choose conservatism, the 
social narrative will gain ever more control of us, yet if we choose 
hedonism the system will get rich selling us drugs and new identities. 
Siding with the Devil certainly provides some means of liberation from 
the old moral order, yet doing so can doom us to meaningless and 
nihilist life. The nostalgic vision offered by promoters of the Demiurge, a 
false “trad” identity which perpetuates seemingly ancient roles through 
futuristic means, is no counter-salve to meaningless consumer society, 
it is nothing more than a recruiting ground for reactionary violence and 
self-repressive behavior. Modernity is hell, yet “traditional” anti- 
modernity is merely kitsch modernity. Balance may be achieved, not by 
loyalty to Satan, but by stealing from his cheat sheet and playing both 
sides, stealing what we need from each and refusing to die on the front 
lines of any battle. This whole false conflict takes place between two 
forms of social control and the oligarchs who lead each faction. In 
Nietzchean terms it is the master-slave morality problem. Conservatism 
is the control mode of agriculture, and Liberalism is the control mode of 
consumerism. Neither the nuclear family nor the individual can ever 
replace the community as the holistic organizing principle of human 
beings. A self created and materialistic life with no clear points of 
meaning or a proscribed existence of identification with remote power 
are both poisons to the soul. The Devil and the Demiurge are the same 
man; cultural conflict is the diabolical farm for bad energy: the war 
machine it’s international harvester. Paul Foster Case suggested that 
“the devil is god as he is misunderstood by the wicked”. To serve the 
Devil, worship the false god. To serve the real god, worship the false 
devil. 

At this point you may be asking yourself, what is the point of this 
radical screed in the midst of an essay on a tarot card? This is 
decidedly not about changing the world, though if you think you can do 
it | encourage the effort. Its because the project of de-socializing, de- 
brainwashing and de-colonizing the mind is far deeper than most 
people suspect, even those have already made years long attempts to 
feel better about their body image or some other aspect of their identity. 
The layers of self limiting belief occur not just across thought and 
ideology, but deeper into the body and the subconscious. Our spiritual 


mission is the shameless mind, the fearless mind. Not for nothing is the 
devil the 15th card in the majors, the accomplishment of the core 
message of this card is very difficult. The problem is further complicated 
when you realize that every act of healing and reorienting your mind 
moves you ever further from the consensus reality. Spirit, once 
contacted, will move you towards the good, yet this only diminishes your 
effectiveness as an agent within capitalism, so there is no choice but to 
wall off spirit in an attempt to deal with Satan’s world. Holding these two 
elements: your movement towards spirit and your movements within the 
material world, is a task for a true Charioteer, anyone who tells you they 
are not in conflict is lying. “No one can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” Mark 6.24 


Il. BECOMING THE DEVIL 


In loving the Devil and becoming the Devil, we are loving ALL of 
the works of God, even the destructive and manipulative fruits of human 
free will. As the Sadhus of Aghor drink from the polluted and bloody 
river Ganges, we are called upon to drink the nasty waters and 
compromises of existence, to fall in love with the world, our people and 
ourselves, not our idealized visions of these things. This is not just an 
abstract position but directly translates to the ability to meditate 
amongst a symphony of barking dogs and car alarms. 

The realization that nearly all actions we can take in our modern 
“civilized” world will result in some form of evil, is helpful. When we take 
a detached mind, free from self-recrimination, we can start to reckon 
with the nearly inescapable nature of evil. It will be difficult to 
accomplish the Devil’s work if we do not gaze directly at this destruction 
and make peace with it, whether it be our carbon footprints or the 
emotional boot prints we leave on ourselves and others. When we are 
unafraid to look at what we have reaped and sewn, we can begin to 
guide our little lifeboats across the burning river of sin, dipping our oars 
rather than being forced to swim. Those who don't look don't learn and 
are stuck making decisions with a broken dial, the needle stuck either 
on assumed personal goodness or its apparent opposite, constant guilt. 

As we might expect from the Devil, there is much danger inherent 
in his path. We must act without shame, but not without guilt. Shame is 
the very currency of the Devil, whereas hidden in guilt is a secret well of 


personal power. If shame says “ | am” then guilt says “I have done”. Shame 
attempts to color the inherent quality of the self, whereas guilt is an overview of 
actions taken and their results. The operative concept here is Cause. What 
really happens when we act? We cause harm, transmuting something 
that was bad into something worse! Yet we have still transmuted 
something! Turning gold into lead is a very powerful alchemical process, 
and if we can do one, we can possibly do its inverse. Indeed, the act of 
inverting things—doing them backwards or otherwise flipping the script 
—is the special province of the Devil. This transformation of base 
material has interesting effects! Most attempts to do good result in bad 
outcomes. Then, are there attempts to do evil that result in good 
outcomes? | think the answer is yes. To reverse the saying... if you 
want to find out, maybe you should fuck around. Badness is the driver 
of change, it is the aesthetic of revolution and anarchy, in the self and 
without. We won't fulfill life’s promise by abstaining from chaos, and we 
can only hope that it doesn’t eat us. The difference between medicine 
and poison is in the matter of measurement. dosis sola facit venenum: 
“only the dose makes the poison” darkness is better in drops than drams. 


Ill: SATAN’S WORLD EXPO 


In the dominator culture we are all tasked with carrying out 
Satan’s works, escape from “oppress or be oppressed” is hard to find, 
false solutions abound. The Devil, then, is the one who gets things done 
on our earthly plane. In fact, he is the ruler of it! He has been since the 
dawn of agricultural society when people were divided into social 
classes and the whole vampiric hierarchy of patriarchy and power 
began to spread its tendrils of exploitation across the world. This is the 
moment when the masculine and animalistic horned god of pre- 
agricultural civilization was driven insane by a cause we do not yet 
understand and put in charge of distributing P.O.O. to all of the worst 
sociopaths among us. 

To take one example, Patriarchy was necessary, not to truly 
benefit individual men (which it does not do), but to remove women’s 
bodily autonomy and trigger a population explosion, exclusively 
benefiting the evil gods of Corn and War. To put it another way, the 
unbalanced worldview emerged from the needs of the unbalanced 
system, and not the other way around. Work...Prison...Rent...Police... 
none of these things are natural to the human race, which is after all a 
species of monkeys. To force a human to sit still all day and write 


emails, or sew T-shirts is the exact same level of cruelty that it would be 
to force a chimpanzee to do it. The agricultural revolution and it’s 
consequences have been a disaster for the human race. 

What do we as primates desire? connection to a group, social 
status, sex and love, food and drink and pleasure of flesh. All the 
features, we are told, of the garden of eden. None of these pleasures 
are a problem until they are withheld from individuals by the social 
system, creating an obsessive response that can be used to manipulate 
groups. Through control of the body, the mind is controlled. This is true 
for the powers of capitalism, but it is also true for you. As a rule the 
means of oppression describe the shape of liberation, but only in further 
iterations. 

Moral systems problematize animalistic masculinity, yet we 
know that the anarchistic (AKA "primitive communist”) societies of the 
past often venerated this archetype. There is no problem in pleasure 
seeking, rather the disease is that of ownership and empty consumption 
which never satiates. Neither is there a problem in violence, competition 
and conflict, only in their unbalanced control of the existent. 

The devil enslaves because he himself is enslaved. His rightful 
domain, that of the fiery phallic energy which emerges from the dark 
and fertile earth, needs to be returned to him, and his current domain, 
that of the human social sphere, must be given back to Venus. The devil 
knows only orgasmic eruption, he moves outside sustainable cycles and 
lives in fleeting moments, oppression and environmental destruction 
ensue. Short term gain is long term suicide. 

Because the devil continues to rule over us, in order to do much 
of anything in this world, we must work with him and by his means. In 
this system of understanding, all prayer and magic used for earthly 
advancement are forms of satanic bargaining. Yet, so are employment, 
home ownership, and cell phone contracts. This is alright though! For at 
the moment it is all beyond our control. If you want to eat, or to create 
any type of change around you, the only work there is to do is the 
Devil's work, God does not require any work at all. We all must bargain 
with the Devil, even if only when we take the life of a plant or animal to 
feed ourselves. Here in the Satan’s earth we do much more than that, 
and if we do not it is done in turn to us. Selfishly taking things for 
oneself is a key part of human experience, but only in a small dose, as 
a basis for lived experience it enslaves the soul to want, acquisition and 
greed. The clear misery of the most powerful people in the world is all 


the evidence necessary. We should kill the owners of the world, yet we 
do not, or cannot. 


Il. THE STENCH OF P.O.O. 


As we come into a relationship with the materialistic Devil, we 
begin with the best of intentions, of course. Yet, we perpetually run the 
risk of paving the road to hell. As enterprises grow, no matter how noble 
their origins, they begin to accrete POO. Power corrupts, we often hear, 
but did you know that corruption begets power? Being bad is always 
more effective than being good. Never forget when working with the 
Devil that the thing that you are bargaining for is P.O.O. 

This is the way we surf the wheel of fortune, by painful 
compromise after painful compromise with the existent. If we stop 
asking if we are good, then we are bad. Yet if we reach too far towards 
the good, the wheel will roll us over, as the engines of the powerful 
crush the weak the world over. In Kabbalistic terms, this is the balance 
of Mercy and Severity—Blue Chesed and Red Geburah—and the Devil 
card, like the newspapers of old, is red all over. Our world went red all 
over a long time ago, and even the vast mercy of Christ is now 
weaponized to for war. 


And where is our violence? Where is the spear of the 
powerless? We know where to aim it, that is for certain. When does the 
nameless holy insurrection become another bloody revolution? Usually 
about the time we start actually winning for once. Regardless, the 
moment you start asking yourself questions like this, you have placed 
yourself in a weaker position than the enemy, who, after all, has no 
scruples. This is the real fantasy of Harry Potter: not magic, which after 
all is completely real, but in the story of a moral good conquering an evil 
one. Evil generally wins these contests, and if good wins, it does so by 
committing so much evil that we’re not sure what to call it anymore. 

Imagine a peaceful people, hunting and fishing by the river. 
They spend their time in prayer, fucking and raising children, and have a 
society free of authority and oppression. Along comes a warlike culture, 
they do nothing all day but make offerings to bellicose spirits and train 
to kill. The outcome of this conflict is all but predetermined. In Qabbalah 
we might say that the second group are dedicated to Geburah, the 
sephirah of the right arm which strikes, home of the Mars force. A 
totalizing imbalance towards this sphere is the mystical definition of evil. 


V. SHADOW 


“No tree, it is said, can reach to heaven unless it’s roots reach 
down into hell’-Carl Jung. 


The chains that the Devil binds us with are not earthly, but spiritual 
and emotional. Earthly chains are not so easily resisted. We may 
become imprisoned because someone else believes the Devil’s lies, not 
because we do. And though we may not always be able to resist 
physical bondage, psychic bondage can and must be resisted actively, 
throughout life. “Kill the cop in your head” was a slogan at some point; 
but unfortunately, not enough people actually tried it. Perhaps “sit the 
cop down and give it a new job’ is a better visualization. You see how It 
wouldn't work with a real cop, but it can work with you. 

The chains we are bound by are made of stories: “This partner is 
the love of my life” or “I am not worthy of love” or “I have political agency 
under capitalism.” “This type of body is the most valuable” or “the level 
of financial success | have constitutes failure” or “I have a mental 
disorder.” These narratives exist in a state of duality. In one sense, they 
are true! In the material world, your estimated value goes up according 
to your looks. If you can’t focus on the tasks assigned to you by the 
power structure, perhaps a false concept like ADHD might describe you 
pretty accurately in that context! These narratives knit themselves into a 
secret character in your mind, who is always talking but is rarely 
regarded directly. This character loves to tell you that you are weak, 
unworthy of love, physically and emotionally defective. From these 
narratives, someone benefits: your boss, manipulative partners, drug 
manufacturers, the pushers of religions and ideologies. 
Psychotherapists often aid and abet the process of gaslighting you, 
labeling you with obscure diseases of the mind. You or perhaps your 
mother or your brain itself are complicit in your continued misery, 
whatever you do, saith the system, don’t look up! 

Turn your gaze upwards! Regard the Devil and his systems 
directly! The ultimate falseness of self limiting beliefs must constantly be 
asserted by the higher self, until it becomes a deeply entrenched habit. 
Laugh at your loose chains and gruesome figure, he will laugh with you, 
as soon as you let yourself in on the joke. 


All of these themes are connected to what we might call the 
shadow work. The aspects of the self that have been shut out must be 
brought in. Down amidst the moon-kissed waters of the subconscious 
lurk strange images. There, between the gargoyles and chimeras, the 
two-headed lambs and the horses walking backwards, are imps and 
spirits of personal pain and loss. They work all day to undermine the 
unjust authority of the ego, yet their methods are childish rebellion, like 
zoo-bound apes throwing shit-patties at tourists. We can punish them, 
but that would only confirm their impression that the conscious mind is 
an uncaring tyrant. We cannot imprison or banish them, for where are 
they to go? One by one, they must be rounded up, bargained with, and 
brought back into the fold, or perhaps simply put into the care of another 
piece of the self. To do this we must constantly wage war with fear, this 
is how we build the astral muscles necessary to do away with psychic 
disempowerment, not so we can be “happy”, but so that we can be 
joyful, freedom loving and blessed with magical healing powers. 

Life coaches and the charlatans of “self-help” love the parable of 
the two wolves. As they tell it, two opposing wolves exist in all of us—a 
“good” White wolf and a “bad” Black wolf. Which one do you feed? We 
are frequently advised to feed the good White one and to leave the evil 
Black one hungry (the racial undertones should be obvious). In the end, 
we are left with a starving wolf lurking around the edges of our mental 
campfires, just out of sight. Out of sight, but not out of mind. If we 
choose to feed the wolf less traveled we may quicker get to light by 
moving towards darkness. 

Recently, right wing charlatans have tried to take on the concept 
of “shadow work” in a way that has no meaning. If you still identify with 
the social system of Power Over Others, it is not possible that you have 
carried the work out. This is because the socialization process is what 
splits people in two in the first place. Everything that does not fit into the 
needs of the social system is drowned in the waters of the 
subconscious, all our anger, our erotic energy, our desire for true power 
and freedom. To put it another way, all of the qualities that we might 
associate with the horned god archetype. People might bandy around 
the concept of “shadow work” because it sounds tough, but don't let it 
confuse you, shadow work is a very real emotional, physical and 
spiritual process, not just an abstract collection of ideas. Of course the 
political left has it's own problems with shadow work, constantly trying to 
defeat the old forms of self repression with new ones. Satan can’t be 
defeated at the point of etiquette, he only speaks in forms of power. 


Just as our love of creation can only be true if we find a way to 
love the Devil's work, our love of ourselves is of limited value if it 
excludes our darkness. Darkness tends to find its way into people’s 
actions whether invited or not, so you may as well invite it. Ask 
questions of your shadow and give it new tasks. Put gargoyles on your 
cathedral. When the Devil isn’t busy lying, he tells a very bald truth 
which scalds away bullshit in a haze of bruised egos. You could learn a 
lot from someone like that, if you were fearless enough to listen to him 
talk. Bring your demons to the table in the internal kingdom of which 
your consciousness is the primary god. If the God above is like the one 
below, then its primary role is that of narrator and observer of the 
internal forces whose conflict drives all relevant action. Turning this 
conflict from internal war to lively debate is essential to the whole 
project of psychic reintegration, and it doesn’t work if you leave any of 
your constituent parts lurking around in the dark, no matter how 
distasteful they might be to your socially constructed understanding of 
goodness. 

The spiritual meaning of shadow is the darkness of the womb 
and the fertile earth which hides to germinate. This is the symbolism of 
the color black in the tarot, the corpse from which flowers are soon to 
grow. The subconscious is a shrouded womb, waiting to be fertilized by 
the solar, conscious mind. Yet we fear to enter this darkness, since we 
know not what lurks there. Every piece of ourselves, rejected by the 
socialization process, which we then cannot look at or address, is given 
into the care of the dark mother, who does not speak, yet guides action. 
To complete the reunification process we must overmaster fear and 
vanquish the adversary which is nothing more than the self. Once the 
fight it is over we must grant mercy to the Devil, and pardon him, he will 
go from bandit to vassal. Your sexuality will de-repress and realign, you 
will face the challenges of life with new fearlessness. You will give less 
fucks, and get more fucks. 


VI. GOODNESS IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH 


Goodness is a dangerous idea, and one that for most has hardly 
been interrogated. People receive the concept of goodness at a young 
age, before they have even finished their milk, and like a favorite 
childhood meal, we never lose the taste. The construction of “goodness” 
is an ideological process that draws from sources near and far—from 
the parents to the state and all things in between. From the big 


examples of “exporting democracy” and “teaching civilization” to 
interpersonal ideas like “giving money to homeless people only hurts 
them” and “it is the job of a good partner to fix the sadness of the other 
partner’ A “good boy” is a dangerous person indeed. The Nazi ranks 
were full of credulous and wholesome little mama’s boys, and their 
collaborators, the grey little lads who go along with everything. 

In morality as in love and life, being “good enough’ is better 
than being Good. Thieves, sex workers and homeless people do not 
drive tanks over the houses of Palestinians—it is the good boys who do 
that. Unfortunately, Leftism and feminism are not free at all from “good 
boy” ideology. White shame and Christian shame are made from the 
same nuts and bolts. To escape this, meditate on the 15th card—the 
Devil is imbued with the power to destroy all shame. He fucks the 
priests and steals from the collection plate, and never looks back for a 
minute, you should try it sometime, unless you're already doing it, in 
which case you should stop in your tracks and pray to God. 

Morality is an infinitely layered onion of concepts—mostly false 
—designed to benefit other people. The sum of social conventions can 
be explained away instantly by the formulation “how would | encourage 
people to act if | was trying to take advantage of them?” Those are your 
learned behaviors. Resistance movements to the dominator ideology 
e.g. Marxism, Christianity, Libertarianism, Subculture, Queerness etc, 
are mined by the dominator ideology and perverted to ends that will be 
useful to consumerism and empire. The Devil turns opposition into 
collaboration. His control over the earth is near totalizing, yet his control 
over your soul is illusory. 

Real goodness is only measured by results, not intentions. The 
only way real goodness can exist is in near obscurity, in quiet generosity 
of resource and spirit. This is because Human goodness is based in our 
historically communal nature as primates, and therefore it is localized. It 
is a never ending cycle of reciprocal help and continuity. Goodness 
simply does not scale, because the power to scale things exists only in 
POO. When we cut down a tree to make a canoe, there is no problem, 
but when we start a logging company, we make holocaust to the family 
of life which is in no way separate from us. The larger something gets, 
the more P.O.O. it needs to accrete to achieve its goals. It stops being a 
“pattern” and becomes an “institution” and accordingly the measure of 
its Success stops being measured in generations but in years months 
and days. People give to vampiric nonprofits and NGOs instead of their 
neighbors, they take classes instead of learning from wise community 


members. They “volunteer” instead of simply helping out . On a small 
scale, these amount to the same thing, yet as institutions evolve instinct 
for self-perpetuation begins to supersede all earlier intention, and, 
eventually, a snowball of collateral damage rolls downhill and starts 
crushing things. 

If we ask ourselves how good we should be, the answer will 
always be “as good as possible”. Unfortunately, what is possible is not 
very good. Instead of asking ourselves how good we can possibly be, 
we should instead think in Qabbalistic terms: of Mercy and Severity, 
Chesed and Geburah. The left hand that embraces and the right hand 
that strikes. Mercy is the force which makes life meaningful, but Severity 
is the force which makes survival and prosperity possible. The devotee 
of mercy gives all his money away, leads a holy life and is likely 
rewarded with bloody martyrdom, the devotee of severity is the 
incarnation of evil. Yet the tree of life is not at war with itself, it unites 
these binary archetypes into symbiotic unity which track across the 
body, the mind and all creation. 

Neither good nor evil like to be looked at, and the Devil 
constantly creates distractions so that you'll look away from him, away 
from his systems, and away from the direct line of economic benefit that 
moves ever upwards into the hands of those residing deepest in the 
desert of empathy, far from the oasis of communal survival. Gaze 
directly at your conditioning and wither it with the blasting heat of your 
regard. We are our own suns, to make jungles and deserts according to 
the intensity of our gaze. 


VII. A KINK IN THE ROPE 
“up yours: sang Coyote and ran’-the berry feast-Gary Snyder 


Kinky sex is perhaps the perfect example of giving the Devil his 
due. Evil is expressed, 
yet the harm to others is nullified. The brutal hierarchies and 
humiliations of the world are revealed to be what they truly are: a game. 
Play, then, is one of the most important tools for working out our 
impulses to control and destroy. Sadistic chains still hang limp around 
our necks, escape is a safe word away. If kink works in sex, then it may 
work in other forms of creation, which, after all, are also forms of sex. 
We play at Power Over Others, and in return, gain Power Over 
Self(POS). We wash our hearts with laughter, putting on our handlebar 
mustache and tying ourselves to the train tracks. We befriend the little 


devil who lives on our shoulder and see what fun we can have, Jumping 
back to safety before we are lost in meaningless carnality and cruelty, 
ever coming into balance with darkness. “Those who believe in 
absurdities commit atrocities” so instead we should believe in atrocities 
and commit absurdities. 

Ridicule is ever the weapon of the powerless, provided to us at 
some point, we can assume, by Satan in a fit of chaotic merriness, 
Coyote howling with laughter into into the night. God and the Devil 
share one thing at least: a vast sense of humor. The Jester’s privilege is 
one of the rare outlets for truth in our world of deception, and Satan is 
the mystical ruler both of lies and laughter. Transgression is the most 
potent driving element in the evolution of human consciousness since 
the fall from Eden. 

God always wanted us to eat the apple, and he still does. We 
know not why. Since then, everything has been fucked. The Garden of 
eden has been paved over for parking lots now, the world of our 
ancestors is lost to us, yet still we may make a garden amongst 
ourselves, and thrive to our best in ruins, like dandelions and coyotes. 
Weeds we will grow, though every day they poison us. Do not destroy 
yourself, they will do it for you soon enough 

Doing things because they feel good is a devilish approach to life, 
and it’s easy to see how this could lead to many forms of self- 
destruction. Yet, hidden in this is a key to understanding the world in 
which we live. Human beings were not designed to be miserable—the 
fact that they are for the most part points to a terrible disjointedness in 
our social systems. Despite the fact that our beautiful planet has been 
ripped apart to serve the supposed interests of mankind, mankind does 
not seem to be enjoying its reign of tyranny over the natural world. 
When we desire things that will not provide us with happiness, the Devil 
loves to provide us with the object of our wishes. In a way, this is a test 
of our models of what a meaningful life might be. The endless mishaps 
and travails of the man who finds the genie's lamp are instructive here. 
Instead of wasting yourself on pointless desires, descend into your own 
internal world to fight the prevailing narratives(yes, all of them). Then, 
tackle the inevitably unlivable inversions of identity that result from 
trying to rebalance the entire world against yourself. Inversion is not 
enough, we cannot leave the shape of power intact, even in a negative 
form. Infinite gayness does not counteract infinite heterosexuality, 
merely it reinforces it. Gayness and heterosexuality are false concepts 
in the first place, as are neurotypicality/divergency, Cis/Queerness and 


not the least the social performance we call Man/Woman. The 
inversions must multiply and fractalize, ideologies must be digested and 
shat out. When all this is done, you might be well positioned to make 
requests from God AKA perform magic. 

One of the Devil’s little jokes is that he is a spiritual being. Yet, he 
spends his time promoting materialism. His philosophy not only 
promotes personal gain and passive nihilism, but also asserts the 
primacy of the material world, even to the extent of denying the 
existence or relevance of spirit. Take, for example, the framing of the 
Tarot as merely a useful psychological tool. To me, this has the stink of 
sulfur! As profoundly beneficial as Tarot is for those purposes, to 
express it in these terms alone is to potentially lead people away from 
spirit in the service of legitimizing the subject in the eyes of academics, 
newscasters, and every-men. In practice, however, once people start 
engaging with the Tarot with any level of seriousness, spirit will use the 
opportunity to reach up and grab you. 


Vil: THE UNGOVERNABLE FORCE 


The Devil simply cannot be controlled, his childish nose thumbing, 
taken in the right dose, is an ameliorating factor against the invisible 
weight of social repression that quietly exhausts us all. Satan is there 
when the controlling partner gets cheated on, or when the pompous 
social gathering is interrupted by chaotic punks. When the social 
environment is conservative he gets the boys kissing each other, and 
when it is liberal he is unvaxxed and slinging slurs. He doesn't solve any 
of the problems of social control, rather he provides a release valve for 
the civilized self which is constantly subject to external control. These 
inversions are then divied up across the spectrum of demographics, and 
sacrifices are demanded to further a conflict which can only ever bolster 
the current system, despite all appearances of radicality. The ruling 
class takes it’s toys and makes them fight. Gun-sellers and media 
barons reap the rewards. This is a description of our social reality, yet it 
might as well be a description of our own minds. The ruling ego, as 
spokesperson for the socialization process itself, divides and conquers 
the rest of the personality, splitting it into pieces which make war on 
each other. The inner Devil, a frankenstein of carved up and sewn back 
together parts, is made up of all that is left on the cutting room floor. 
Like those chaotic punks at the banquet, his resistance to the ego 
occurs only in acts of unruly sabotage, he is childlike, eternally youthful 


and not prone to real strategizing. To realize his potential he must find a 
way to make common cause with the other pieces of the self. 

The imp of the perverse, who guides our hand to to sin against 
convention, has the same problems that radicals do; his inversions 
retain the shape of what they seek to overturn. Those who want to 
change the social system have no real framework of understanding 
other than the system which created them. And thus Lesbians might 
shame each other for sleeping with men and so on. We've switched the 
roles, the heroes and villains have played their musical chairs, but the 
song of shame and co-dependent control of other people’s actions 
remains on the PA system. To become Lucifer the Light Bringer, and not 
just some low-demon, we have to use a lunar mind to ascertain larger 
patterns. The teams of the NFL wage war all day long, yet the great 
game of football always wins in the end. 

The social system teaches us to be snitches and tattletales from 
the beginning, our understanding of getting what we need from people 
cannot be framed as anything other than controlling their behavior with 
new laws, rules and social conventions. Yet this never gets us anywhere 
except an ever escalating state of soul-repression. Non-control of the 
self is the true watchword of radical spirituality. Non-control of others 
follows, but not until the fiery teenage devil inside the self makes a big 
mess out rebellion and experimentation. We can only learn in a state of 
autonomy, which is why, despite years of institutional schooling, most 
people don’t know very much. This beginning stage of autonomous 
action creates a lot of smashed plates, but if the ego cannot wait this 
process out, it will never blossom into a fully realized being of integrated 
light and dark elements. A commitment to non control of others requires 
an astonishing degree of confidence and self assuredness, these are 
the qualities of a fully integrated self. This is only possible with the self- 
created and harmonious individual. The system creates off balance 
people, who attempt to balance against each other. Instead we should 
learn to become the steadfast pillars which can support the communal 
temple. 

This satanic promethean curiosity is a great syncretizer of new 
elements. It wades into filth for gold nuggets, stealing truth from all 
corners. It can’t commit to an ideology because it needs too much 
freedom of movement. A natural byproduct of this is a state of social 
homelessness and persecution. Those who build their networks from 
identity and ideology, rather than commonality and cooperation, will 


seek to destroy all those who reject ideology. We need a tribe, or a 
union of egoists to thrive with other people. 


VIII. WORLD ALIVE 


The supposed separation of matter and spirit has been a big 
point of confusion in the west since the Gnostics and early Christians 
went to war with earth. Unable to point to social causes for their misery, 
they blamed the whole of creation, cursing God’s body while worshiping 
its mind. The natural world itself was identified with evil. Of course it 
was! How else do you get people to poison the very streams from which 
they drink and mill ancient forests into paper for junk mail? This is 
achieved by convincing people that the world is not alive and has no 
import. This little trick (divorcing a living thing from its sentience and 
value) is at the root of racism, sexism, and many other -isms, which 
emerge, not as natural emanations of human consciousness, but 
directly out of the need of powerful people to have minions to carry out 
their endlessly destructive schemes for the domination of all. The idea 
of the inanimacy of nature now permeates human thought so profoundly 
that to talk of the needs of plants, animals, and the land may invoke 
laughter in the throats of fascists and communists alike. They should 
listen to Pythagoras, or to wild men who live amongst trees, or to the 
grandmother spirits who watch over your shoulder. All things are alive 
with consciousness. 

In the days before agriculture, belief in animism was so 
ubiquitous to human beings the world over that it would have been 
easy, if a poll had been taken, to conclude that it was a hard-wired fact 
of human nature. Considering this, what does it do to people to have 
this sense of aliveness surgically removed at an early age by their own 
culture? As wonder is stripped away, so is community, healthful foods, 
traditions of dance and architecture, the emotional presence that solid 
and self-loving people provide. All of these things are ground up under a 
mechanical wheel driven by devilish fire. What is left is nihilism, or the 
opiates of false hope. False stories are countered with false cures, 
confusion and dissolution of the spirit follows—or worse, the “believer” 
mindset takes hold. 

Just as the pieces of ourselves are split off into darkness and tasked 
with dirty work, so does the dominator culture arbitrarily separate people into 
groups of those who are included or excluded from the benefits of the social 


system, traditionally along lines of ethnicity. As if to make the metaphor 
unmistakable, dark skinned people were cast in this role at the heyday of old 
empire. Now, as things near towards their inevitable conclusion, a new pattern 
emerges, more and more people every day pushed out of the light of the 
benefit class, regardless of traditional inclusion. Satan creates equality, not by 
lifting up the low, but by squashing down the high. The former social categories 
and divisions are being thrown over in favor of universal poverty and non- 
ownership. Walls are coming down everywhere, yet the barrier between the 
egoic controllers of the society and the underclass only grows more impassible 
by the moment. Until the ego is forced to relinquish control, there can be no 
reintegration. The system is literally going insane, as the pressures of all false 
narratives come to their inevitable conclusion. This is also how you are being 
driven insane, by those same falsehoods, which rattle around the mind 
unvanquished. At the bottom of this pit, where darkness all envelops, you 
confront the devil, and laugh him off his pedestal. you need him, just as God 
needs him. He becomes an angel again, in the end. 

The Devil, oddly enough, loves the earth. He is, after all, its 
current monarch. Through the addictive and all-consuming greed, 
through the ever-chewing maw of the mindless imperatives of 
capitalism, he works evil to life itself. Yet, something of the old god must 
be with him still. In our world, earthly rewards are prized over the living 
Earth, yet a high form of satanism recalls us to worship Her body, 
polluted as it may be. This is nature worship, of course, but not just the 
practice of Venusian verdance and fecundity. Rather, nature worship in 
its experiential aspect—the seeking of pleasure in food, sex, love, 
dance, alcohol, and a thousand other things. It is contest and 
competition, but among equals, not among exploiter and exploited. We 
can recall the Devil to his oldest form, and as That Which is Above is 
Like to That Which is Below, we can recall ourselves to liberate our 
goaty, Capricornian nature. By looking up and refusing to live a life 
determined by shallow materialism, we are given the keys to the 
material playground. Our materialism will no longer by a dream in which 
we are lost, but a dialectical tool by which to understand Satan’s realm 

The Devil is in his proper role as the lord of misrule, the spirit of 
pure ungovernablity. The serpent-power(kundalini) which goes from the 
crotch to the forehead and not the other way around. Orgasmic impiety, 
the circle spinning backwards, the imp of the perverse, utterer of words which 
offend propriety, you need all these things because without them you will never 
decondition and reintegrate your mind. The map of the unbalanced and broken 
culture is the map of your mind, the one thing you have a hope of gaining 


control over. Paradoxically, we must lose control in order to gain it, just as 
organized revolutions usually start from a simple riot in the street. 


X DEVIL MAY 


“Of all the paths, this may be the most difficult for those rooted in 
western cultures to understand, for it’s interpretation flies in the face of the 
meaning which most people have come to attach to the devil. In Qabalistic 
terms the Devil is not viewed as an evil entity having its own separate 
existence. Rather it represents a special mystery which must be penetrated 
before one can directly know the Higher Principle of the Self. The Devil, which 
is the adversary, is the Master of manifest form which we must face and 
conquer’’-Robert Wang 


If you want to know what the devil looks like, combine your fears into 
an entity. The shape of this creature will provide you with a fortune of 
knowledge on how to move forward. You won’t be able to regard this entity by 
peeping through your fingers, but by finding sources of power whose only 
source is the self and the divine. Defiance, resolve, ridicule, We connect to 
the divine, and come into our own power, at the point of fear. This fear is 
pumped into the air all around us, basic animal drives perverted to keep 
us pliable. Psychic disempowerment is second only to direct application 
of violence in the toolbox of Power Over Others. The Image of the Devil 
on the card reflects long standing European fears of nature, sex, and 
eternal damnation. These fears are not some type of coincidence(to 
suggest otherwise would be satanic!) but emerge directly from the 
needs of the social system. What does the devil look like now that the 
system has new needs and ideas? It’s methods have only become 
more insidious and harder to point to, his form multifarious, perhaps 
beautiful rather than grotesque. | think that in this individualistic aeon, 
we all receive own bespoke demons, curated to us as if by the 
algorithm. 

To imagine the worst outcomes, the humiliations and losses, and 
to laugh at them, is the hero’s way. Clenching our jaw and lashing out 
does not win the battle against fear, only the absurdist confidence does 
the trick. Laughter signals to our nervous system that we are safe, and it 
signals to our enemies that win or lose, we know how worthless of care 
they truly are. 


XI BEHOLD A MAN 


So we return now to the pentagram, inverted, emerging from the 
forehead of the Devil himself. Christian occultists of the 18th century, 
fearing dark spirits within and without, gave an evil meaning to the 
upside-down pentagram that it did not theretofore possess. They 
thought it unholy for man to reach back up to God with his own will. 
They feared the primitive sexual forces in the unconscious. In Christian 
mysticism, a human being can only be receptive to God’s energies. Yet, 
the Devil is the cosmic power bottom. He has his own will and enters a 
conversation with God about how things will go, He enters a relationship 
with the divine, not merely being subservient to it. Because He is part of 
the divine, his will is some fragment of the greater divine. This is the 
essence of a magic spell, and why staunch Christian mystics don’t cast 
them. If A.E. Waite were here, he might correctly remind us of the 
parable of the genie and all the horrible things that happen to those who 
achieve their worldly heart’s desire. Yet, on our left hand is a path, one 
that runs toward the wheel of dharmic punishment rather than away 
from it. A relationality that is widdershins to purist notions of spirituality, 
yet still fulfills the description of a circle. We can do as Bataille and 
show our assholes to the sun. We can raise our animal energies to lay 
siege to a puritanized divinity, right up the magic channel of the spine, 
and as a living practice, rather than academic principle. The backwards 
path is pure invention and reinvention, and it is in this way that the pale 
saints will not confuse us. 


The holy meaning of the inverted pentagram can now be laid 
bare. The pure light at the top of the traditional pentagram has been 
flipped and jammed into the earth, where its endless light is mainly used 
to fuel the hideous machines of mankind. Yet, are we not creatures of 
the earth? Matter is where we live, so to us, matter has primacy. Light 
must come not just from above, but from below—from us and all the 
animations of creation. God is not the only artist of creation—as | am of 
it, | am like it. I, too, guide and shape reality, even though my instincts 
will never be pure. 

Kether is in Malkuth, as the above is in the below. Sun shines 
out of our behinds, and | Am A Material Girl. All the energy of life comes 
from our burning star, yet a few organisms live on the ocean floor and 
power themselves from the fires of hell, which emerge from vents and 


volcanoes. We must dig ourselves out from the midst of slime, a filth 
which must simultaneously be completely accepted and completely 
rejected. Corruption is inevitable, yet holiness is possible. It is now that 
we integrate the dark and the light, just as we have in the Magician and 
the High Priestess integrated the masculine and feminine. This is the 
Great Work, and the Devil is a step on the path that cannot be skipped. 


Seek not to control others, seek not to control anything. 
Seek in all ways to escape every force that controls you, starting with 
the self 


Meditations/Visualizations: 

1.)Kundalini rising- 

sit in a meditative posture and begin to build up energy in your crotch, 
using your breath and visualization. Imagine it rising in two snakes, and 
wrapping around your spine. Put your hands to either side of your head. 
Now twist the trunk of your body to the right and say “I” then rapidly 
breath in through your nose. Now twist to the left and say “AM” followed 
by another sharp intake of air through the nose. Now rhythmically flip 
back and forth like a cosmic sprinkler, breathing in as your body passes 
the center position until the energy from the base of the spine begins to 
move upward. 

1.) “fears: face them!” 

Literally imagine your fears, go face them, then laugh about it. If you 
fear dancing in public, then imagine doing it, imagine the ridicule and 
judgment pouring over you, then laugh it all away. Laugh at yourself for 
fearing judgment, laugh at your awkward attempts at dancing, laugh at 
the fools and their envy of your own sense of DGAFery and liberation. 
Now go do it in real life. 

2.) Reversal Prayer. 

Take a moment to pray to God. Nod your head in humility and place 
your hands together in the classic pose of receptivity to God. Now 
reverse the roles. Assume that God is praying to you and needs your 
divine light and guidance. Radiate infinite love from within yourself 
which reaches to all beings, even your worst enemy, since they are after 
all expressions of your infinite selves. This act of mercy costs nothing to 
your ego since you have just elevated your status to supreme being. 
Without your Wisdom and love, the poor creatures of the earth are 
bereft. At this point you should switch back for a few minutes before 


finishing. For extra credit, switch back and forth between these mental 
postures at an ever increasing rate until the godhead(you) reaches 
some form of creative orgasm. 

3.)Grotesque. 

Fill your mind with grotesque images and stare at the back of your eyes 
till they begin to take on some kind of ghostly shape. Now simply let the 
movie play out without any attempt to guide or shape its happenings. 
Then you may move onto aspects of the world which you find 
disgusting, this should not be difficult given the state of things. Now do a 
basic mindfulness meditation with this corpse, pile of shit, or racial slur, 
or politician as your point of focus, in the same way you would usually 
use your breath. When the subject in question no longer causes 
distress, and can coexist with a peaceful mind, you have gained power 
over it. 

4.) Bondage. 

Find a nice person who wants you to hit them with a leather strap. gift 
them with a magic word which can call an end to the process whenever 
they desire. Now strike them with the leather strap giving as little 
thought to their wellbeing as possible. Fill your mind and body with 
empowered pleasure and rutting animal confidence. Revel in abject 
glee at their pain until you are literally smiling with it. 

5.) Goetic hangout 

Purchase a copy of the Lesser Key of Solomon. Pick out a demon that 
seems interesting, then, using traditional demonology, summon it. When 
the demon arrives, ask it to watch a movie with you, or do some other 
kind of mellow hang out type activity. Pour it a little beer into a chalice 
for it or do whatever else you would do if a buddy came over for the 
evening. When you are tired of kicking it, banish the demon. If you 
enjoyed the hangs, then maybe do it again next week. 


In Divination — 


| tend to think of the cards as notes which together form complex 
chords. The relation of all to each other is the most important feature to 
read. Of course, any note may be played across many octaves. In this 
way we can think of each of the Major Arcana as having their largest 
and simplest meanings at the “bottom” and their most complex and 
spiritual meanings at the “top.” Which interpretation you use will depend 
on the type of question being asked, the placement in the spread, your 
energy read of yourself or of your client, and a basic “cold read” of the 


information they share with you. A good reading (like all good things) 
effectively combines the lunar, associative process of the feminine mind 
with the solar intellect. We let the reading wash over us and resonate, 
yet our base of knowledge is solid and bright. 


THE DEVIL 


Low meanings: enslavement, addiction, cigarettes, codependency, 
obsession, selfishness, any type of controlling behavior, materialism, 
greed, bondage (the bad kind), going through their phone, creepy 
desires in relationships, Power Over Others, meaningless patterns of 
habit, forced participation in the economy, work 


Middle meanings: Capricorn, materialism, reversal of common ways of 
doing things, walking backwards, widdershins, petting a cat the wrong 
way, mischief, pranks, carnality, making fun of people, humankind as 
the sole source of unnaturality, taboos, temptation, depravity, signing a 
contract, sex work, pride, morality’s absence, worldly gain AKA getting 
rich, atheism, Dadaism, irrationality , 


High meanings: kink, rejection of false narratives, finding one’s own 
meaning, escape from bondage, worshiping God by smelling shit and 
corpses, meditation amidst gun shots and car alarms, shamelessness, 
divine fuck you-erry, irony and laughter, all work within the “shadow 
self,” comfortability with dark desires and fantasies, sexual and 
otherwise. “The chance meeting of an umbrella and a sewing machine 
on a dissecting table,” to quote Lautréamont. The aesthetic of 
incongruity, grotesque beauty of gargoyles and chimeras, bondage (the 
good kind). the allowance of forbidden thoughts. 


Love is the law, Love under Will, and Do What Thou Wilt shall be the 
whole of The Law. 


